
 
Patricia Monahan 

50 Lakeview Dr  
Preston CT 06365 

 
 

February 28, 2019 

Senator Cohen and Representative Demicco 

Environment Committee, Co-Chairs 

Legislative Office Building, Room 3200 

Hartford, CT 06106 

RE: Proposed House Bill No. 6637 – AN ACT REQUIRING AN INVASIVE SPECIES STAMP 

FOR THE OPERATION OF A MOTORBOAT ON THE INLAND WATERS OF THE STATE 

Dear Senator Cohen and Representative Demicco: 

My name is Patricia Monahan I am President of the Amos Lake Assoc in Preston CT.   

Amos Lake is a 113 acres trophy trout and bass management lake located in Preston, CT 

containing a State of Connecticut public boat ramp and infested with Variable Water 

Milfoil (VWM). 

I write in support of the concept behind HB 6637 and the substitute language the 

Connecticut Federation of Lakes will provide.   

Budgets for FYs 2015 and 2016 included funding for aquatic invasive species grants to 

municipalities ($300K and $250K).  Although demand greatly exceeded available funds, the 

town of Preston was a fortunate recipient of this grant.  With the assistance of the invasive 

species grant, a one-acre area of milfoil was treated on July 12th, 2016.   Following 

treatment, the milfoil showed signs of necrosis. Majority of the milfoil stems were either 

damaged and dying, or already dead and decaying upon our observations. 

To support the states action to combat invasives a volunteer aquatic invasive species 

monitoring committee was established in Preston. The committee trained fourteen 

volunteers.  Volunteers identify invasive VWM and monitored activity at the state boat 

launch for the presence of invasive plants. Trained volunteers monitor for AIS in July and 

September of each year and make a presence at the boat launch during fishing 

tournament season.  There are thousands of volunteers working throughout 

Connecticut to combat invasive species.  These volunteers provide free manpower 

however, we need the state to assist with financial support. 

Our programs are all about awareness and I believe an Invasive Species Stamp will 

further the awareness as well as support further budget funding.  

The Lake programs at the Connecticut Agricultural Experimental Station (CAES ) IAPP has 

also been instrumental in assisting the control of aquatic invasive species.  They are 

providing affordable vegetative surveys of Connecticut lakes.  



 
Variable-Leaf Watermilfoil is a highly competitive invasive aquatic plant that grows rapidly. 

The spread of milfoil can produce dense mats of vegetation which can harm native aquatic 

plant species, degrade the quality of the lake ecosystem, and impair recreational use of the 

lake.  Therefore, prevention and early detection is essential in stopping VWM from 

becoming a widespread problem, not only in Amos Lake but other Connecticut lakes as 

well.   

     

Please vote yes to proposed HB # 6637 to ensure all of Connecticut’s waterbodies are 

protected from Invasive species.   

 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia Monahan 
50 Lakeview Dr 
Preston CT 06365 
 
cc:  Mike.France@housegop.ct.gov 

Heather.Somers@cga.ct.gov 
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